WATERING Your Tree

Congratulations on your new 5-gallon size tree.

Keep newly planted trees well watered until the roots grow into adjacent
soil. Water needs are highest in April through June and decrease during
July to September monsoons. Water mature trees at, and slightly beyond,
the trees drip line. Periodic deep watering, at least 18” inches down into
the soil, encourages deep root growth and more resilient trees. When
watering new 5 gallon trees, apply approximately 15 gallons of water per
applictation.

Size your water harvesting basin to supply water
at the drip line of the mature tree. The young

Varibles Determining | More Frequent Less Frequent

Water Needs Watering Watering

(varies by species)

Daily Temperature Hot Cool/Cold

Humidity Low High

Season Summer/Spring Winter/Autumn

Wind Windy Calm

Soil texture Sandy Clay

Mulch in basin Bare Mulched

Tree age Newly Planted Established

Leaf size Large Resinous, Small,

Growth rate Fast Narrow, Slow
Newly planted trees Water deeply and Never water your tree at

will need regular
water for the first

infrequently. Giving

the base of the trunk! Trees

should be watered along

tree can be planted with a smaller internal

water harvesting basin, as the tree matures,
the basin expands. Plant the tree on a small
mound to keep water away from the trunk.

Apply water at the drip line at edge of the

tree canopy.

A basin retains water and helps apply
water into the root zone in the top

18” of soil.
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Mulch

Top basins with a layer of organic mulch 3 to 6 inches
deep, mulch such as: leaves, wood chips, straw, etc.
conserves soil moisture, suppresses weeds, reduces soil
erosion and compaction, and provides nutrients. Keep
organic mulch from piling up against the tree trunk.
Add mulch over time to maintain a thick layer.

Types of mulch
Leaf litter and pruning material are great sources of

mulch. Organic mulch such as wood chips, straw or

alfalfa can be bought from home improvement stores.

Benefits

Reduces water loss and improves water absorption by
slowing evaporation. Slows weed growth. Improves
soil quality by enriching the soil as it decomposes.
Protects plants roots from temperature fluctuations.
Adds color or texture to the landscape.

two years. After two
to three years, native
and desert adapted
trees will continue

to grow without

additional irrigation,
although extra water
in the hottest summer

months always helps!
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enough water to soak

the top 18” to 2’ of

soil is preferable to
more frequent, shallow
waterings. Deep watering
allows the roots to absorb
the water, while most of
the water from a shallow
watering will evaporate
before the tree can use it.

T

the edge of the canopy, or
the drip line. The roots
responsible for water intake
reach as wide as or even
wider than the edge of the
leaf canopy. Getting the
water to the root tips is
imperative; this is where all

the action happens!
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Watering Frequency for Drought-Resistant Desert Trees (varies by species)

Watering Frequency

Age of Tree . -

& Autumn Winter Spring Summer
First Planted- 1 time every 1 time every 1 time every 1 time every
1 Year 3-4 days 4-5 days 3-4 days 2-3 days
1-2 Years 1 time every 1 time every 1 time every 1 time every
of Age 5-13 days 15- 30 days 5-13 days 3-6 days
2-3 Years 1 time every 1 time every 1 time every 1 time every
of Age 14-30 days 30-60 days 14-30 days 7-21 days
Mature Tree Water as Water as Water as Water as
3+ Years of Age | needed during | needed during | needed during | needed during

drought drought drought drought




