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More TCB  info is online! Visit:  

www.tucsoncleanandbeautiful.org 

The 5th Annual Beat Back Buffel‐
grass Day is planned for Satur‐
day, January 28, 2012. Already, 
dozens of sites have been 
planned for volunteers to make 
a difference—one street, wash, 
park, and neighborhood at a 
time—in eradicating this flam‐
mable and highly invasive plant. 
Regionwide organizers are seek‐
ing a total of 1,000 volunteers 

on this date, to help restore 
our environment, clean up 
the appearance of our pub‐
lic spaces and help reduce 
fire hazard caused by 
growth of this grass in the 
previously fire‐resistant So‐
noran Desert lowlands. Buf‐
felgrass fires are known to 
burn hot enough to melt 
metal, and spread faster 
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  NEWS! 
  Our Third Decade of Community Partnership! 
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Beat Back Buffelgrass: 
For a cleaner, safer, more beautiful community 
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Tucson Clean & Beautiful News is 

the official publication of Tucson 
Clean & Beautiful Inc., a non-profit 
501(c)3 environmental education 

organization. 
 

P.O. Box 27210, Tucson, AZ 85726 
Office: (520) 791-3109 
Fax: (520) 622-7112 

Tucson Recycles Info Line: 
(520) 791-5000 

tcb@tucsonaz.gov 
www.tucsoncleanandbeautiful.org 

TCB Board of Directors 

 

Executive Board: 

Mike Jette, President 

Pam Idler, Vice President 

Max Torres, Secretary 

Richard Block, Treasurer 

Sally Gestautas, Past President 

Barbara Ricca, Management Chair 

 

Board Members: 

Deron Beal     Judy Dare 

Beth Gorman     Libby Howell 

Wilson Hughes     Joseph Maher, Jr.    

Larry Robinson     Dave Stadle 

Jason Tankersley  Viviane Thompson 

Howard Ward 

 

TCB Staff Members: 

Joan E. Lionetti, Executive Director 

B.J. Cordova, Director of Programs 

Rebecca Quintero, Coordinator 

               Recycling Education 

Evren Sonmez, Coordinator 

               Adopt-a-Park & Public Areas 

Rocky Yosek, Operations Coordinator 

               Trees for Tucson 

Oscar Contreras, Student Assistant 
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Tucson Clean & Beautiful sends its appreciation to Tucson Electric 
Power for their commitment since 1993 to helping the community re-
duce energy use by  strategically planting trees! Since TEP’s sponsor-
ship of the Trees for Tucson program began, over 60,000 trees have 
been planted, mainly at homes but also at 
school and community sites. Visit 
www.treesfortucson.org for an application. 
 
TCB is also proud to announce a new part-
ner in the Trees for Tucson program: Trico 
Electric Cooperative! Trico has been com-
mitted to providing low cost shade trees to 
its members as an energy-saving measure 
since 2005. For the first time, home deliv-
ery will be offered to Trico members via 
the Trees for Tucson program. Visit 
www.trico.coop for more information! 

Trees for Tucson: Thanks TEP; new Trico partnership 

Mission Statement: 
 

The purpose of Tucson Clean & 
Beautiful, Inc., a non-profit or-
ganization, is to preserve and 
improve our environment, con-
serve natural resources, and 
enhance the quality of life in the 
City of Tucson & eastern Pima 
County. These goals will be 
achieved through initiating edu-
cational & participatory pro-
grams implemented with broad-
citizen, multi-culture support. 

Your Membership Counts! TCB Programs and volunteer partnerships have an immense impact on the environment and 
quality of life across the Tucson/Pima County metropolitan area. These programs are strengthened by TCB membership 
donations from Tucson area individuals and businesses. Visit the TCB website at http://www.tucsonaz.gov/tcb to view an 
updated list of available member discounts. Already a member? Give a gift membership to family and friends! 

TUCSON CLEAN & BEAUTIFUL NEWS 

Please check membership category:   [  ] Junior (12 and under) - $5  [  ] Student & Senior - $15  [  ] Individual - $20 
[  ] Family - $30    [  ] Business - $100 to $500    [  ] Corporate - $500 to $2000     [  ] Benefactor - $2000 or more 
[  ] This is a gift membership (please fill in gift recipient information below and attach your information) 

[  ] My company matches donations (please include matching gift form) 
 
Membership Dues: $ _________  Name: ____________________________________________________ 
Additional Gift: $ _________ 
Total Donation: $ _________  Company: ________________________________________________ 
       
Please mail this form with your donation to: Address: _________________________________________________ 
 
Tucson Clean & Beautiful   City: ________________________ State: _____ Zip: ______________ 
P.O. Box 27210, Tucson, AZ  85726  
      Phone Number: ____________________________________________ 
Or donate online via Network for Good! 
www.tucsoncleanandbeautiful.org  E-mail: ___________________________________________________ 

 JANUARY-FEBRUARY 2012 
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than would normally be expected in the 
desert. Buffelgrass, and related Foun‐
tain Grass, spread quickly across the 

landscape if left untreated, posing a fire hazard to property owners as well as along roadways—from the 
Catalinas to the Santa Ritas, far beyond the Tucson Mountains to the Rincons.  This isn’t just a matter for 
government: private property owners also need to do their part, now and consistently in the future. Mow‐
ing and trimming simply doesn’t get to the main issue—in fact this simply spreads the seeds further and 
rejuvenates the existing plants! The key is to dig out buffelgrass from its roots, or have the grass profes‐
sionally treated by a knowledgeable herbicide applicator at appropriate times of year—when it is green. 

Get involved today:  

‐ Participate in buffelgrass information workshops and volunteer demonstration projects (see events page, 
held in cooperation with the Southern Arizona Buffelgrass Coordination Center and Saguaro National Park) 

‐ Participate in Beat Back Buffelgrass Day 2012: sign up to volunteer—visit www.buffelgrass.org 

‐ For a group presentation or volunteer assistance contact happydesert@gmail.com or call 837‐6832 

Buffelgrass (continued from page 1) 

Gateway Corridor Beautification: 
Partnerships the Key to Success! 
In the past few months you may have seen several new 
Adopt-a-Street signs around Tucson—because the pro-
gram is growing! Volunteer recognition signage was up-
dated to provide better program visibility and improved rec-
ognition for our newest volunteer groups. More than 200 
groups currently volunteer through TCB, helping to beau-
tify our community roadways, waterways, parks and trails! 
 
TCB continues to work in partnership with the City of Tuc-
son on inter-departmental and interagency efforts to beau-
tify and improve our community—particularly along gate-
way travel corridors that are heavily used by area residents 
and visitors alike. To that end, funding was secured to help 
re-landscape a small roadside right-of-way area along the 
east side of Tucson Blvd. just south of Irvington Rd. See 
these improvements next time you are in the area. Special 
thanks to Gary Wittwer in the Transportation Department 
for his hard work on this site. 
 
The Tucson Metro Chamber has also stepped forward 
along with AAA Landscape and several of its member 
companies to help re-landscape the medians immediately north of the airport on Tucson Blvd. 
 
Thanks to public and private sector partners, and community volunteers, for these visible results! 

Pictured, above: Tucson Blvd. at 
Irvington Rd., before  
relandscaping. Below: current 
picture, after updates. 



Upcoming Events & Volunteer Opportunities 
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Learn More and Get Involved to Improve Our Environment and Quality of Life! 
 
Participate in these Tucson Clean & Beautiful programs and upcoming community events: 
 
 ONGOING: Low-cost shade trees available for $8 each, for planting on the west, east, 

and south sides of homes. Sponsored by Tucson Electric Power, must be a TEP cus-
tomer to qualify. Visit www.treesfortucson.org or call 791-3109 for more information. 

 
 Saturday, January 7, 2012: Tanque Verde Valley Weedwackers: Monthly volunteer pro-

jects (generally the first Saturday of each month) to remove invasive buffelgrass from 
roadsides, washes and other public spaces on the east side of Tucson. Future dates also 
include: January 28 (Beat Back Buffelgrass Day special date); March 3; April 7; and May 5, 
2012. For more information and to sign up, please Contact Ann Hollis, annhollis@usa.net or 
(520) 749-3573.  

 
 Monday, January 9, 2012, 5:30-7:30 p.m.: Buffelgrass Information Workshop—Clements 

Center, 8155 E. Poinciana Dr., Tucson, AZ  85730. Learn more about the threat posed by in-
vasive buffelgrass to our native desert habitat, homes and businesses—and how to address 
this through removal and monitoring techniques.  Future workshops: Wednesday, February 
8, 2012—Mount Zion Lutheran Church, 4520 W. Ajo Way; and Wednesday, March 7, 
2012—Ward 2 Council Office, 7575 E. Speedway Blvd. For more information and to RSVP 
please call 837-6832 or email happydesert@gmail.com 

 
 Saturday, January 21, 2012, 8:00 a.m.—12:00 noon—Tree planting and maintenance 

workshop, in partnership with the Arizona Community Tree Council. Free workshop for 
those who want to learn how to properly plant and care for trees at their home, takes place at 
Clements Center, 8155 E. Poinciana Dr., Tucson, AZ  85730 (east of Pantano Rd., between 
Escalante and Irvington). Register at www.aztrees.org - email info@aztrees.org or call (602) 
354-3023. 

 
 Saturday, January 28, 2012. Beat Back Buffelgrass Day—communitywide invasive plant 

removal program, in partnership with the Southern Arizona Buffelgrass Coordination 
Center and many others. Tucson Clean & Beautiful-partnered sites include: Irvington Rd. be-
tween Pantano Rd. and Camino Seco; Kennedy Park, north of Ajo Way, accessible from the 
west side of La Cholla Blvd. Sites available throughout Southern Arizona. For more information 
and registration visit www.buffelgrass.org—additional one-time projects available on Saturday, 
February 18, 2012 at Snyder Hill near Ajo Hwy and San Joaquin Rd.; and Saturday, March 31, 
2012 at Broadway & Houghton. 
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